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By MICHAEL HAWFIELD 








Blooathirsty 
Simon Girty 
| 
The most feared person associated with 
the Three Rivers area was the notorious re- 


-negade Simon Girty. He, his brothers 

_ James and George, and their turncoat com- 

| rades, Alexander McKee and Matthew El- 
liot, became the symbols of all that Western 
Americans hated during the revolution and 
the Indian wars that followed. They were, 
of course, loyal friends to the British and 
their Indian allies, the Miamis. 

Soon after the outbreak of the American 
Revolution, Simon Girty was a Continental 
Army lieutenant stationed at Fort Pitt 

| (Pittsburgh, Pa.). His brothers also were in 
the army at Pittsburgh, and all were one- 
| time captives of the Indians. In 1778, the 
Girtys deserted the American cause and 
_ went over to the British, who paid them $2 
| aday to lead guerrilla attacks on the Ameri- 
can settlements in the Ohio Valley. Their 
headquarters were in and around the great 
Indian villages of Miamitown at the conflu- 
_ ence of the St. Marys and St. Joseph rivers 
| — present-day Fort Wayne. 
| The warfare on the frontier was partic- 
ularly savage, and the Girtys came to be the 
most notorious of the fighters. They first 
| i) worked for Col. Henry Hamilton, the Brit- 





ish commander of Detroit who was widely 
knowmee“The Scalp Buyer.” 

In this grisly business, the Girtys were 
_aappy to oblige in the redcoats’ belief that 
this sort of terror would halt Americans’ 

westward expansion beyond the Applachi- 
ans. Scalps were elaborately sorted and 
marked according to type and the way the 
victim was dispatched — in order both to 
enhance a warrior’s reputation and the ter- 
tor the practice inspired. Farmers’ scalps, 
for instance, were stretched on green hoops 
to show they were killed in their fields, or 
marked (on the skin side) with red dots to 
show that death was by bullet; a black 
hatchet drawn on the scalp skin denoted a 
tomahawked victim. A yellow frame meant 
torture was the means of death, and a black 
hoop showed that the scalp was that of a 
clergyman; a mother’s hair was braided; a 
red foot painted on the back showed that 
she had stood her ground and fought before 
being killed, and so on. So savage were the 
Girtys in this warfare that George Rogers 
Clark made it a special American mission to 
capture or kill them. : 

But Clark failed to do this, and the Gir- 

tys continued their turncoat ways in the 
years after the revolution. Simon was with 
the Miamis when they slaughtered the 
88 Fort Wayne News-Sentinel/Jan. 26, 1985 
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Simon Girty: scalp collector 


troops General Josiah Harmar sent across 
the Maumee River to attack Miamitown in 
1790, and in 1791, Girty was an important 
British agent urging the Miamis against 
General Arthur St. Clair in what became 
the bloodiest defeat by Native Americans of 
a U.S: Army force — today, in fact, it’s sim- 
ply known as St. Clair’s Defeat. That time, 
the Girtys scalped American soldiers “until 
their arms were too sore to be raised.” 


Home of liquor 
and larceny 





After the U.S. Army abandoned its post 
here in 1819, Fort Wayne became a haven 


for all sorts of roughnecks, ne’er-do-wells, . 


and outcasts. 

All visitors here agreed that prrs 
the time of the “annuity pay- 
ments” brought out the worst in +: 
people — even in the founding fa- 4 
thers. The annual payments were 
distributed to area Indians by the 
federal government for land 
ceded by treaty and the large 
amounts of cash attracted thieves 
and hucksters. In the woods out- 
side town, whiskey was dispensed 
in large quantities to make the In- 
dians easier prey. 

Crime was rampant. Indeed, 
one of the first persons hauled be- 
fore the brand new Allen County 
court and found guilty of assault 





John Tipton: 
what price fame? 
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around in wicked 
old Fort Wayne 


was U.S. Indian agent John Tipton. 

Very few of the town’s leading citizens, 
in fact, escaped indictment on such charges 
as fraud, larceny, assault and battery, ille- 
gal whiskey sales, defamation of character, 
and “affrays” in 1824. 

Tipton, by the way, later became a U.S. 
senator. 


Pulling the leg 
of a murderer 


The brutality, bigotry and insensitivity 
of frontier life is everywhere apparent in a 
tragedy that occurred in 1830 — the notori- 
ous “Chief Big Leg murder case.” 

A Miami warrior and chief of great 
hunting renown named Noweekingqua, 
called “Big Leg” by the whites, had two 
wives. One, a black woman named Wish- 
mah, was his “work-wife”’ whom for some 
offense he threw out of his wikkiup. She 
had no place to go for food or shelter, tried 
several times to re-enter the lcdge and was 
beaten and threatened with death if she 
tried again. Wish-mah did — in order to get 
food — and then fled for her life to the vil- 
lage of Fort Wayne, where the Ewing Tav- 
ern took her in as a charwoman. 

But as she was beating the laundry in 
the yard, Big Leg found her, stabbed her to 
death and proudly brandished his bloody 
murder weapon before the-horrified wit- 
nesses on the corner of Barr and Columbia 
(by the back door of today’s Performing 
Arts Center). 

The chief was stunned to find himself 
arrested, tried and sentenced to hang for 
his crime. She was, after all, only a woman, 
he protested. He was also puzzled by the 
sentence of hanging, a thing he had never 
heard of before. Someone compared it to 
the method of weighing produce by hanging 
weights on the end of the scales; Big Leg 
than understood that he was to be 

“weighed” until he died. Wishing to get a 
3 air Clearer view of his fate, Big Leg 
; asked for his dog, which he 
hanged in his cell. Convinced that 
he wanted nothing to do with that 
i sort of thing, he begged that he be 
shot, or tomahawked, or stabbed 
rather than “weighed.” His fellow 
tribesmen also tried to substitute 
sii a “good-for-nothing” member of 

i the tribe, but the sheriff would 
= not allow either request. 
: Because Big Leg clearly was 
® ignorant of much of the judicial 
i process and its consequences, the 
m! county’s special prosecutor, Da- 
vid Wallace (father of “Ben Hur” 
author Lew Wallace), convinced 
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Sam McDonald wasn’t the only 
Fort Wayne villain who died ona 
scaffold, but he was the last. 

The hemp necktie he reputedly 
wore on Oct. 9, 1883, has survived 
— it’s shown above — and now 
reposes in the Allen County-Fort 
Wayne Historical Society Museu 
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The heyday of the canal 
Wayne (1832 through the 18 
4 many undesirables and trou 
| the’growing town. Reports of 
| dockside muggings, brawls, 
heavy drinking, and gam- 
bling were frequent news & LEED, 
4 items. oe ET ai 
There were occasional : HEE 
murders, too, and one brutal 
slaying resulted in a partic- 
| ularly gruesome double hang- 
‘| ing in front of the county jail 
on North Calhoun Street. 
On a rainy Wednesday 
evening in January 1855, an 
Ohio man named John Dun- 
bar, who had been visiting his 
4 son in Fort Wayne — as well 
as Flinn’s grocery/saloon — 
) walked down the dark north 
‘side of Berry Street, between 
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the governor to pardon Big Leg. » 

But, to teach Big Leg a lesson, the au- 
thorities in Fort Wayne did not tell the 
chief until after he had been taken to the 
scaffold and had the noose put around his 
“| neck. Everyone had a good laugh at the 
*| chief’s evident relief and expressions of joy 
s when he was told of the pardon. Nothing 
s| was said of the murdered Wish-mah. 


iHe was hanged 
7 Three times 


The heyday of the canal era in Fort 
Wayne (1832 through the 1850s) brought 
many undesirables and troublemakers to 
the’growing town. Reports of 
dockside muggings, brawls, 
heavy drinking, and gam- 
‘| bling were frequent news 
items. 

There were occasional 
murders, too, and one brutal 
slaying resulted in a partic- 
ularly gruesome double hang- 
ing in front of the county jail 
! on North Calhoun Street. 

On a rainy Wednesday 
evening in January 1855, an 
Ohio man named John Dun- 
bar, who had been visiting his 
son in Fort Wayne — as well 
as Flinn’s grocery/saloon — 
walked down the dark north 
side of Berry Street, between 
Barr and Clinton (near the 
present site of the Anthony 
Wayne Bank). 

When he reached John 
Miller’s cabinet shop, he-was 
jumped by several thugs who 
had stalked him from Flinn’s, 
where he had had several 
drinks. The attackers beat 
Dunbar with a heavy club, 
breaking his skull and killing him. The 
murderers made off with about $60 ($40 in 
gold said to have been buried near the canal 
bridge at Barr Street was never recovered). 

Three local rowdies, Benjamin Madden, 
George Keefer and “Sandy” Romaine were 
soon arrested for the murder of Dunbar. A 
sensational trial followed, and the group 
, came to be called the “Madden Gang” after 
sme who apparently engineered the at- 

tack. 













| 
t) Awaiting the hangings 
A conviction was handed down after the 
five-day trial, and the trio was sentenced to 
hang in April — Madden and Keefer to- 
ether..Romaine later. There was much edi- 
torializing about the appropriateness of the 
sentence, but doubts soon arose on numer- 
ous points, especially about capital punish- 
ment. : 

Plots were discovered to have been laid 
to help the men escape, even to smuggling 
saws into Keefer’s cell. A “mob rescue plot’ 
was rumored, and the sheriff added special 
deputies to guard the jail. 

Just as much trouble, however, was 
caused by the large number of thrill-seekers 
anxious to see a hanging: They were furious 
at the state-mandated restriction on the 
number of witnesses to an execution. 

Noisy crowds threatened to burn down 
the wooden enclosure that surrounded the 
hanging grounds so that they could see the 
culprits swing. Special neighborhood pa- 
trols were ordered by the mayor, and the 
Mad Anthony Guards were called out as the 

ilitia. 
a Madden and Keefer were led to the plat- 
form high apd ee of people = 
family, clergy and special witnesses — w 
Se thered Sand the scaffold. When the 
platform was dropped, Keefer hung at the 
end of his rope but did not die right away. 
Madden fell and the rope broke, throw- 
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ing the stunned ‘and injured: man to the 


ground, He stumbled before the horror- 
stricken crowd pleading, “Don’t murder 
me, boys.” 

No one moved until Joel Forbush, a wit- 
ness, took him by the noose back up to the 
platform, which could not be raised until 
Keefer at long last died. When dropped a 
second time, Madden again hit the ground 
— because the rope had not been tied off — 
and Forbush had to haul him up again, lit- 
erally hanging the man himself. A half-hour 
later, families were allowed to take the bod- 
ies away. 

The botched hanging and Romaine’s 
fate were debated for some time after this; 
crowds demanded his hanging, but the 
youngest member of the “Madden Gang” 
was at last sent to prison. He was pardoned 
by the governor in 1861. 





Lighting a torch 


for Ed Ryan 


In the years just after the end of-the 
Civil War, a ruffian named Ed Ryan opened 
Ryan’s Saloon near the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Shops, between Calhoun and Clinton 
streets, approximately where Lincoln Na- 
tional Corporation is now located. 

This place became the headquarters for 
a large gang led by Ryan that preyed on the 
many rail travelers who passed through 
Fort Wayne, changing trains in the crowded 
stations. Particularly good picking came 
when the Indiana State Fair. was-held inthe 
city’s North Side Park. Ryan’s thugs and 
pickpockets would board the trains as they 
pulled into the station and push their way 
through the passenger crowds — stealing 
wallets at they went. So many were at work 
that a system was worked out: Victims al- 
ready fleeced had their coats marked on the 
back with a chalk ““X”’; the emptied wallets 
were thrown by the bushel onto the flat 
roofs of nearby buildings. 

On one occasion, however, Ed Ryan 
himself tried to pick the pocket of an old 
Columbia City man named Tucker — and 
the victim turned out to be armed and de- 
termined not to be robbed. Tucker chased 
Ryan right into his saloon and shot him as 
he tried to escape out the rear window. The 
wounded Ryan was taken to jail (he later 
died in Canada as a fugitive). In the mean- 
time, the railroad workers, fed up with the 
Ryan gang, attacked the saloon, ran out the 
thugs and set fire to the building. 

The several volunteer fire departments 
that answered the fire bell refused to do 
anything when they discovered whose place 


was going up in flames. 
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Hard-to-hold 
Marvin Kuhns 









The most famous of all the Lake Coun- 
try badmen — a man who in this area had a 
reputation as large as Jesse James — was 
Marvin Kuhns. Born just after the Civil 
War to a Noble County farmer who brutally 
abused the boy throughout his youth, 
Kuhns first got into trouble for petty thefts 
and then arson. While in jail early on, he 
met well-known horse thief Jack Howell. 
The two carried off a spectacular jail break 
(the first of many in Kuhns’ long career) 
that gave Kuhns a kind of feared folk hero 
image as a desperado that he car- 2 
ried with him to his final gun- 
fight. - 

They cut a small hole in the 
steel bars of the jail with smug- 
gled-in files; lithe young Kuhns 
easily slithered out, but portly old 
Jack Howell got stuck halfway 
through. Desperate, Kuhns_ 
rigged a rope around Howell’s 2 
shoulders and pulled while How- § 
ell kicked himself and his great } 
beer belly over the jagged ends of § 
the sawed bars to freedom. Com- § 
mented the sheriff the next day 
“When I examined the ragged 
edges of the cut window, I saw 
sundry and diverse strips of Jack Howell’s 
ee horse-thief hide, which he had left be- 

ind,” 7 

Through the 1880s and 1890s, Kuhns 
became a master horse thief and master ex- 
cape artist. Once, while a fugitive from a 
murder charge, Kuhns was discovered in 
Fort Wayne’s Bloomingdale neighborhood. 
Sheriff George Viberg and Fort Wayne po- 
liceman John Kenelly attempted to arrest 
him. A chase ensued that eventually led to 
Churubusco. On a street outside the Rock- 
hill Saloon there, Officer Kenelly managed 
to surprise and grab Kuhns by the collar of 
his greatcoat. ; 

But the outlaw drew his gun and fired 
five shots into the policeman. The badly- 
wounded Kenelly never let go, however, 
and actually managed to fire three shots of 
his own into Kuhns. Sheriff Viberg also 
shot Kuhns, but Kuhns somehow wriggled 
out of his coat and escaped. Kuhns later 
was overtaken and captured. He recovered 
from his wounds (as did Kenelly), and after 
a sensational trial full of mystery and ro- 
mance, was sentenced to a long prison term. 


Old habits and bandits die hard 

Marvin Kuhns’ later career was a check- 
erboard of more horse stealing and bouts of 
reform. In his test days, having mosily-set- 
tled down with an Ohio woman, Katherine 
Hagan, Kuhns basked in his reputation as a 
desperado, though he seemed to have given 
up his career in crime. 

For the time being. 

On a trip through Fort Wayne in 1907, 
Kuhns could not resist stealing a horse and 
buggy. A posse was quickly formed and 
caught up to Kuhns on the road to St. 
Mary’s, Ohio. A “high speed” 
shootout between Kuhns in 
the buggy and the head of the 
posse in his left Kuhns mor- 
tally wounded and cornered in 
a woods, where he was shot 
several more times. Taken at 
last to the Van Wert County 
jail, he bled to death while 
strapped to a cot in his cell. 
But his reputation, a thing he 
greatly cherished, was wide- 
spread and popular; hundreds 
attended his funeral near Wolf 
Lake, and prominent speakers 
addressed the crowds about 
his life. 
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Mason Long, one of the leading gam- 
blers of olden times, wrote about his nefari- 
ous activities and alcoholism before being 
converted to a reformed life. In his books, 
“Save the Girls” and “The Converted Gam- 
bler,” Long tells of bungling police, crooked 
politicians, indulgent socialites and wealthy 
citizens — and the dregs of the underworld 
in Fort Wayne during the 1870s. 

Long’s own gambling parlor was one of 
the more opulent: sumptuous carpets and 
draperies, huge mirrors, felt-covered gam- 
: ing tables, gilt embossed card 
boxes, ponderous black walnut 
furniture, faro tables for keno 
(the two most popular games of 
the time). Other places he de- 
scribed, however, were rickety 
backroom dives with the escape 
routes being the only thing well- 
planned. 

Attempts by the police to 
stem the activities of the gam- 
blers and illegal whiskey mer- 
chants sometimes led to comical 
3 episodes. Long remembered one 
“ raid the police “planned for 
weeks, devising some plan for 
bagging a nest of ‘sports.’ ” At the 
raid, the police scaled the building, climbed 
ladders, let themselves down from roofs 
through skylights, disguised themselves in 
citizens’ clothes, and used all manner of 
strategems to capture the gamblers. 

Mason Long’s career as a gambler was 
destroyed by his alcoholism but his life was 
saved at the huge reform rallies led by the 
Blue Ribbon Society (a temperance group) 
and at “Murphy Meetings” (evangelistic re- 
vivals) held in the large Rink Theatre lo- 
cated on the present-day site of the “Elek- | 
tron” building on East Berry Street. 





The last walk 12223. 






to the gallows” 


The last man to be hanged in/Fort 
Wayne was Sam McDonald. 

McDonald and his companion, Louis 
Laurent, had been drinking and gambling 
in a saloon all day in early March 1884. Af- 
terward, at Laurent’s cabin near Arcola, a 
fight broke out between the two men over 
the night’s winnings. 

McDonald took up a hatchet and 
chopped Laurent to death. 

At the coroner’s inquest some days 
later, McDonald — who, stupidly, was 
there — revealed having knowledge of the 
crime. He was soon locked up in the Fort 
Wayne jail. The trial caused a great stir in 
Allen County, and there was talk of a lynch- 
ing. But Sam McDonald eventually was 
convicted and sentenced to die. 

On the day of the hanging, the sheriff 
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SAMUEL M°DO 


Ticket to a hanging: Many vied to see Sam 
McDonald (misspelled above) swing. 


Jan. 26, 1985/Fort Wayne News-Sentinel 8S 
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he Falcon and the Snowman 
irector: John Schlesinger 

tarring: Timothy Hutton, Sean Penn 
laying: Glenbrook 


sy ZAENGER 
if The News-Sentinel 

Even true stories require an ex- 
lanation. A lack of one is the 
ault — the only fault — in the 
therwise impressive “Falcon and 
he Snowman.” 
| Despite its National Geo- 
raphic-sounding title, the movie 
3 anything but a cute nature 
tory. It’s the grim, true tale of two 
ons of affluent California families 
‘ho grow up to become traitors 
elling American secrets to the So- 
iet KGB. 

The story’s well-told, well- 
cted, well-directed. The only 
ning it fails to do is answer two 
uestions: Why does one of the 
oung men betray his country? 
ind why does he align himself 
ith a childhood friend who’s a 
roven loser? Answers to those 
uestions are hinted at by the 
Im, but the hints seem inade- 
uate, creating a narrative hole 
hat weakens an otherwise grip- 
ing story. 

Timothy Hutton (“Ordinary 
eople,” “Iceman”) plays Christo- 
her Boyce, a seminary dropout 
ho, thanks to the influence of his 
ither, a retired FBI agent, gets a 
overnment security job as a 
unky who relays top secret data 
ad then shreds the evidence. One 
ay he learns the CIA is under- 
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ve out passes to about 250 nota- 
8 and curious witnesses. Many 
ers clamored to see the event, 
fo, and a large number had to be 
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mining the government of Austra- 
lia, a mission that he decides has 
nothing to do with American se- 
curity. Disillusioned and upset 
with the U.S. government —here’s 
where the film’s explanations 
break down — Boyce apparently 
decides to teach the government a 
lesson by selling vital spy satellite 
secrets to the Soviet Union. 

For his partner and middleman 
in the dealing with the Soviets, 
Boyce picks an old childhood 
chum, Andrew Daulton Lee, 
played by Sean Penn (‘‘Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High,” “Bad 
Boys”). The choice is an odd one 
because Lee’s an obvious loser and 
Boyce knows it. Lee, a drug user 
himself, has been busted on nu- 
merous occasions for drug dealing. 
If he stupidly manages to get 
nabbed everytime he tries to ped- 
dle some cocaine, why does Boyce, 
a coldly intelligent young man, 
trust him with the even more dan- 
gerous task of selling top-secret 
information to the Soviets? Once 
again, the film’s explanations 
break down. 

But that’s not to say the film 
falls apart because of its haziness. 
Instead, it’s propelled along by 
John Schlesinger’s tight direction 
and skillful performances by Hut- 
ton and Penn, two of the foremost 
actors of their generation. The two 
are reminiscent of Jon Voight and 
Dustin Hoffman in “Midnight 
Cowboy,” a film not coinciden- 
tally also directed by Schlesinger 
(for which he won an Oscar). Hut- 
ton, like Voight, plays a good- 
looking, easily acceptable hustler. 
Penn has the Hoffman role as a 


“inal hanging drew curious crowe 


case, this execution did not go off 
well. When McDonald dropped 
the five feet below the platform, 
his neck-was not broken as 
planned. 

He died by strangulation after 


some time at the and of the ove 








Hazy rationale can’t obscu 
‘Falcon and Snowman’s all 


decrepit, low-life pal. | 
Both young actors are 
ling in their roles, with 
gaining a bit more atten 
cause of the complexity 
character, an affluent you 
who seemingly has everyt 
nevertheless goes bad. 


Both characters make ¢ 
fatal mistake: underes 
someone else and thus g 
over their heads. Boyce 
mates the duplicity and 
his buddy, Lee, only to 
self deeper in the shady 
espionage than he’d in 

And Lee underestima| 
forcefulness of the Soviets 
ing a rank amateur like 
can play hardball with the 
sionals. | 


The story rolls along wit 
fine performances from 
ing actors who are often gi 
little to do. Dorian Harey 
good in TV’s “Jesse Owens 
has almost a throwaway | 
Boyce’s co-worker at a { 
agency, yet Harewood mar 
make the bit part memorah 


David Suchet is also a st 
as Alex, Lee’s contact at tl 
sian embassy. Usually ¢a 
threatening, Alex drops hi 
in one notable scene with! 
revealing some of his hu 
and his own doubts about { 
ficulty of being a KGB agell 
fine moment that adds depi 
already interesting characté 
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